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Not a single beetle have I seen since quitting Pernambuco ; the 
country is too arid and barren for them. 

I much regret that the few instruments which I wrote about some 
months ago did not arrive before I left Pernambuco, especially the 
Sympiesometer. It is always useful and interesting to ascertain the 
height of mountains in little-known localities, and I hope to find 
them on my return to that country. The thermometer here, at this 
time, never stands under 86°, and often so high as 93° at noon, but 
during the night it falls about 10®, so that the mornings and eve- 
nings are delightfully cool. 

There is a little, and but a very little, cotton cultivated between this 
place and Aracaty ; most of the country people being engaged in 
rearing cattle. The cotton is more grown further up, along the base 
of the mountains. 

[A subsequent letter from Mr. Gardner will be given in our next 
Number. — Edit. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 

Synopsis Floras Helveticae ; Auctore J. Gaudin ; Opus posthumum 
continuatum et editum a J. P. Monnard, Turici, 1836. 24mo. 
The ‘ Flora Helvetica’ of Gaudin, which extends to seven octavo 
volumes, is too well known and appreciated to require any praise 
from us, but we believe that this little work has not attracted any 
attention in Britain. It stands in the same relation to the * FI. Helv.’ 
that Smith’s ' Compendium’ does to his ‘ Flora,’ except that it enters 
more into detail. Generic and specific descriptions of 2313 Swiss 
flowering plants are given, and generally a few observations in ad- 
dition : the arrangement is Linnaean, and we can strongly recom- 
mend the book to botanists intending to visit Switzerland or re- 
quiring short descriptions of the plants of that country. 

Flora Cestrica ; or an Attempt to enumerate and describe the Flower^- 
ing and Filicoid Plants of Chester County, in the State of PennsyU 
vania ; with brief Notices of their Properties and Uses in Medicine, 
Domestic and Rural (Economy, and the Arts. By William Darling- 
ton, M.D., &c. 

Botany is indeed making rapid progress in the United States. 
Practical and experienced botanists are now resident in the Northern, 
the Middle, and Southern States, busily engaged in investigating the 
riches of the vegetable kingdom in their respective districts, and 
communicating to each other and to foreigners the well-dried spe- 
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cimens, the result of their discoveries. The name of Dr. Darlington 
has been long known as the author of a little work under the unas- 
suming title of * Florula Cestrica/ or an Essay towards a Catalogue 
of the Phsenogamous Plants of West Chester (1826); containing 
many valuable and original observations, w’hich have in the present 
work been greatly extended. Accompanying every species in the 
‘ Flora’ there is a full description and remarks, an excellent glossary, 
and a very neat map of the county, coloured so as to indicate the 
geological structure ; all, in short, that a botanist can wish who is 
studying the plants of that inland district. The arrangement in the 
body of the work is the Linnsean, and the author remarks, that 

whilst he freely admits that the true science of vegetables can only 
be attained by a well- disciplined and philosophical investigation of 
their structure, functions, and natural affinities, he cannot help think- 
ing, that even the superficial knowledge of genera and species, which 
is so readily acquired by the Linnaean system, may be advantageous 
to the cause, by exciting an early interest in learners, and facilita- 
ting the first steps of the uninitiated. When the young recruits are 
once securely enlisted, we may venture to exact a more rigid disci- 
pline.” 

An appendix contains a list of the genera and the number of spe- 
cies comprised in the work, arranged according to the natural affi- 
nities ; from which it appears, that there are (exclusive of Cellulares) 
128 orders, 482 genera, and 1073 species in West Chester County. 


But of these there are 

Cultivated 92 

Introduced and naturalized, about. . 138 230 

Indigenous 843 


Total 1073 


Novitiarum Floras Suecicce Mantissa prima. E. Fries, Lundse, 
1832. 8vo. 

We have only recently obtained a copy of this pamphlet, which 
we consider well worthy of its excellent author; but although it has 
been now published for some years, it is scarcely, if at all, known in 
this country. In it he has followed up the plan which he had adopted 
jn the two editions of his ‘ Novitise taking as his text the ‘ Flora 
Suecica’ of Wahlenberg, he has written a commentary upon it in- 
troducing as he proceeded numerous recent discoveries. The first 
and shorter part of the present publication is chiefly occupied by the 
description of plants newly added to the Swedish Flora, and the 
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second division (from page 21 to p. 80.) is entitled ‘ Commentatio de 
Salicibus Suecise.’ 

Under multicaulis, Sm., is given a very detailed account of 

the mode of growth and structure of that plant and of Sc. palustris, 
paucifloruSy and ccespitosus. A new species of CuscutUy considered as 
intermediate between C. europcea and epilinon, which has been disco- 
vered by Mr. Blyth of Christiania, parasitical upon Chenopodiacea on 
the sea-shore of Norway, is described under the name of “ C, halo-- 
pliyitty caule simplici, florum glomerulis multifloris subbracteatis, co- 
rollae tubo globoso limbum aequante.'" We have seen specimens of 
this plant from Norway in the Herbarium of Mr. R. B. Bowman of 
Newcastle, and it is much to be wished, that that gentleman, or some 
other botanist, who may have the opportunity, would examine the 
structure of the scales in the interior of the corolla, as no notice is 
taken of that part by Fries. 

ZannicJiellia pedunculata and polycarpa are separated from Z. pa- 
lustris : the former we suspect is only a variety, but the latter ap- 
pears to be a good species, characterized by its very short styles. 

In the ‘Commentatio de Salicibus’ our author first endeavours 
to determine the species contained in ‘ Linn. FI. Lapp.’ and then pro- 
ceeds to'enumerate and describe all the Swedish species; and the syn- 
onyms of Linnseus, Smith, Willdenow, Wahlenberg, and Koch are 
quoted throughout. It would occupy too much of our space to go 
in detail through this part of the book before us, nor indeed is it at 
all necessary, as we doubt not that it will soon be in the hands of all 
students of this very difficult genus. 

A new number of Reichenbach’s ‘ leones Florae Germanicae’ has 
just reached us : it contains 23 plates, figuring 56 species and va- 
rieties of German Violets. The plates are executed with the usual 
care, and will be found most useful in determining the different forms 
in this genus. 


PROCEEDINGS OF LEARNED SOCIETIES. 

lilNN^AN SOCIETY. 

Marchs, 1839. — Edward Forster, Esq., V.P., in the Chair. 

Read, “ Observations on some Fungi or Agarici, which by de- 
liquescence form an inky fluid, drying into a bister-coloured mass, 
capable of being used as a water-colour for drawings, and of a very 
indestructible nature by means of common agencies.” By John 
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